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September 10, 2024    

  

 

Mike Earnshaw  

1450 Mill Line Road 

Norwood, ON 

K0L 2V0 

 

Re: Wetland Assessment for the property located at 1450 Mill Line 

Road, Township of Douro - Dummer, County of Peterborough, 

Ontario 

Dear Mr. Earnshaw, 

I am pleased to provide this letter with the results of the site assessment carried out 

on August 27th, 2024 on your property located at 1450 Mill Line Road, Norwood, 

Township of Douro - Dummer, County of Peterborough.  

According to the Township Douro -Dummer Comprehensive Zoning By-law (July 

2024) the property is zoned Honey House. You are applying for an amendment of 

the Zoning By-law to change the zoning from Honey House to Rural (RU).  

Also, you want to build an addition on the east side of the existing dwelling. See 

site layout in Appendix A. Based on the County of Peterborough online mapping, 

wetland is present on your property and adjacent land to the west and north. 

According to the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry online Mapping, part 

of the Ouse (East) River North Provincially Significant Wetland and the Area of 

Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI) – Life Science Provincially/Regionally are 

within the property. 

Prior to approval of any development on the property, the Township of Douro - 

Dummer is requesting to provide information regarding determination of wetland 

boundaries and application of required setbacks, as well as a statement that the 

property has sufficient space to accommodate the proposed addition and that 

significant natural heritage features will not be impacted by the proposed addition.  

The property is triangle - shaped, approximately 2.5-ha (6.35 acres) in size. The 

property is bounded to the north and west by wetland and forest, and to the south 

by Mill Line Road, wetland and rural residential. See attached property map.  

The area where the property is located is relatively undulated with a maximum 

elevation of 233 metres above see level (mASL). Based on onsite observation, it is 

suggested that drainage in the area is to the east and west. The highest elevation 

in the property was observed on the northwest part and the lowest on the 

northcentral part. 

The bedrock geology in the area where the property is located consists of shales 

and limestones of the middle Ordovician age. This sedimentary sequence was laid 

down over older Precambrian-age rock of the Grenville Province beginning in the 

middle Ordovician (approximately 460 million years ago) as part of a continent-wide 

marine transgression that deposited, in order, the Shadow Lake, Gull River, 

Bobcaygeon, Verulam and Lindsay Formations (Armstrong and Carter, 2010). The 

Bobcaygeon Formation overlies the Gull River Formation and it is the uppermost 

bedrock unit beneath the subject site. It is a light grey-brown to blue-grey to grey-
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brown, fine- to coarse-textured fossiliferous limestone. Thin shale interbeds and 

partings are encountered within the limestone and these increase in abundance 

upward while crinoidal grainstones and nodular textures are more common in the 

lower part of the Formation. The overburden geology is composed of shallow 

deposits of very stony, calcareous, recessional moraine till overlying the limestone 

bedrock. The thickness of the overburden is between 30 and 50 cm.  

The property is located approximately 6 km north of the Village of Norwood. The 

land use in the area is rural and agricultural. On August 27th, 2024 a site visit was 

performed by Yazmin Ramirez, Biologist from the Greer Galloway Group to confirm 

presence of wetland in and adjacent to the subject property. The property is covered 

with vegetation except where the dwelling, proposed addition, sheds, and driveway 

are located. Most of the property is covered with meadow vegetation with forest 

vegetation found along the west property boundary. Wetland vegetation within the 

property is found on the southwest corner of the property. The wetland extent to 

adjacent land to the west and north. Treed hedgerows are found along the north 

and south property lines and middle of the property in a north to south direction. 

Tree species found include eastern white cedar (Thuja occidentalis), white spruce 

(Picea glauca), balsam fir (Abies balsamea), and eastern red cedar (Juniperus 

virginiana). A photolog showing the existing conditions of the property is included 

in Appendix B.  

Access to the property is via Mill Line Road. There is a driveway in the property that 

provides access to the dwelling. In the forest on the west side of the property, the 

slope is steep, and a lot of boulders are found exposed and covered with moss.  

Tree species observed included white spruce, balsam fir, eastern white cedar, bur 

oak (Quercus macrocarpa), American basswood (Tilia americana), red maple (Acer 

rubrum), sugar maple (Acer saccharum), paper birch (Betula papyrifera), red oak 

(Quercus rubra), eastern hemlock (Tsuga canadensis), easter white pine (Pinus 

strobus), and white ash (Fraxinus americana). The shrub layer is almost absent or 

composed mainly of saplings of the tree species. Herbaceous species found 

include poison ivy (Toxicodendron radicans), western brackenfern (Pteridium 

aquilinum), wild sarsaparilla (Aralia nudicaulis), Canada mayflower (Maianthemum 

canadense), common helleborine (Epipactis helleborine), gay wings (Polygala 

paucifolia), sedges and seedlings of the tree species.  

The wetland in the property and adjacent land to the west is a marsh dominated 

with cattail species. Species observed include narrow-leaved cattail (Typha 

angustifolia) and broad-leaved cattail (Typha latifolia), slender willow (Salix 

petiolaris), reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea), Canada bluejoint 

(Calamagrotis canadensis), redtop grass (Agrostis gigantea), eastern marsh fern 

(Thelipteris palustris), bitter nightshade (Solanum dulcamara), sensitive fern 

(Onoclea sensibilis), spotted touch-me-not (Impatiens capensis), white 

meadowsweet (Spiraea alba), and riverbank grape (Vitis riparia).  

Wetland was found on adjacent land to the north. The type of wetland observed is 

swamp. The wetland is in a low area that is separated from the property by a line 

of trees that are present along the property line. Plant species found in the wetland 

include eastern white cedar, balsam fir, black ash (Fraxinus nigra), spotted touch-

me-not, slender white aster (Aster borealis), lady fern (Athyrium filix-femina), 

sensitive fern, Canada nettle (Laportea canaddensis), bitter nightshade, horsetail 

(Equisetum sp.), water plantain (Alisma plantago-aquatica), and water hemlock 

(Cicuta douglasii).   
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In the area where the lowest elevation was observed, moist-wet conditions were 

observed. This area is approximately 90 m² and surrounded by upland herbaceous 

species. Species found include slender willow, slender white aster, redtop grass, 

red-osier dogwood (Cornus sericea), white meadowsweet, spotted joe-pye-weed 

(Eutrochium maculatum), and green bulrush (Scirpus atrovienis). 

As previously mentioned, the property is mostly covered with herbaceous species. 

Herbaceous species found include smooth brome (Bromus inermis), Canada 

goldenrod (Solidago canadensis), elmleaf goldenrod (Solidago ulmifolia), bird’s-

foot trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), goat’s beard (Tragopodon dubius), tufted vetch 

(Vicia cracca), common milkweed (Asclepsias syriaca), butter-and-eggs (Linaria 

vulgaris), poison ivy, wild carrot (Daucus carota), dog-strangling vine (Vincetoxicum 

rossicum), and riverbank grape. 

During the site investigation the wetland boundary was identified and a 30 setback 

was established to protect the wetland and its ecological functions. See attached 

property plan. Any development in the property should be outside the 30 m setback. 

You are proposing an addition on the east side of the existing dwelling. The addition 

is outside the wetland setback. Impacts to wetlands as a result of the addition are 

not expected. The proposed addition will be within the ANSI – Life Science; 

however, significant impacts are not expected as most of the property is covered 

with meadow vegetation as the property no longer is used for agricultural activities.  

We trust that this brief letter is complete and sufficient for your present 

requirements. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

THE GREER GALLOWAY GROUP INC. 

CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

 

 

 

Yazmin Ramirez, M.Sc.                                          

Senior Biologist/Ecologist                                                 
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1450 Mill Line Road Property  

Wetland Assessment P a g e  1  

 

  
   

 

Photo 1. Looking south the existing dwelling and the area where the addition is proposed. 

 

 

Photo 2. A view of the Cattail Marsh present in the property and adjacent land to the west. 



1450 Mill Line Road Property  

Wetland Assessment P a g e  2  

 

  
   

 

Photo 3. A view of the Forest present on the west side of the property. 

 

 

Photo 4. A view of the Wetland Swamp located north of the property on adjacent land. 



1450 Mill Line Road Property  

Wetland Assessment P a g e  3  

 

  
   

 

Photo 5. A view of the Meadow vegetation covering most of the property. 

 

 

Photo 6. A view of the vegetation present on the area where the lowest elevation was observed. 
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